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THE CLASSMATE OCTOBER 1963 
Introducing Chaplain Johns • • • 
Chaplain Horry D. Johns 
U.S. No¥y photo 
"It is a real mistake to put any other 
institutions ahead of family" and "lf I were 
to judge a man, I would test him by his 
'homemanship' nthcr than by his 'church-
manship.'" 
A Navy Chaplain would seem an unlikely 
source of these quotations, yet they summar-
ize the personal philosophy of the new Prot-
estant Chaplain at the US Naval Postgrad-
uate School, LCDR Harry D. Johns, family 
man, church man, and Navy man. 
Chaplain johns admits "There is an area 
of feeling that one must be more loyal to 
the Navy than to the family. But," he says, 
"this is obviously a contradiction. 
"A good Navy man in the long run is a 
good family man," he says, for only through 
strong feel ings of devotion to family life 
can a truly deep devotion to any outside 
institution, including the Navy, be devel-
oped. 
H. a man is really a sincere churchman, 
he says, he must first have family feelings so 
strong that his entire household is affected 
by them, "even his cat and his dog." 
Chaplain Johns' opinions on the primary 
importance of family arc educ;ated ones. He 
was sent by the Navy to the Menninger 
Found;ition, world's center for psychiatric 
training, for 3 year's postgraduate study in 
marriage counseling. He is 3 member of the 
American Association of Marriage Counsel-
ors and of the National Council on F;imily 
Relations. 
Throughout the Chaplain's career, his 
dedication to church, family and Navy have 
been entwined. 
After his graduation from William Jewell 
College, Liberty, Mo., he enrolled in Yale 
Divinity School, and when World War II 
intervened, he enlisted in the Navy. 
While serving as a hospital corpsman, he 
developed that "love of the Navy" which all 
career men must feel: However, at the war's 
end, he returned to Yale. Later he received 
his master of theology degree from the Iliff 
School of Theology in Denver. 
An ordained minister in the American 
Baptist Church, Chaplain Johns served as 
pastor of community churches in Mexico, 
Missouri, and Denver. But his feelings 
toward the Navy were still strong. After 
earnest family discussions, he entered the 
Navy chaplain corps in 1955. 
Chaplain Johns' Navy tours have been 
varied. He was on the staff of Transport 
Amphibious Squadron Eight, Little Creek, 
and with the Second Marine Air Wing, 
Cherry Point, N. C. Prior to coming lo 
Monterey, he spent three years as Protestant 
Chaplain on the staff of Commander Fleet 
Activities, Sascbo, Japan. 
In Sascbo, both Chaplain and Mrs. Johns 
took. an active part in one of their pct in· 
tercsts, Toastmasters Clubs International. 
Fran Johns founded the Ben Ten Toastmis-
tress Club and the chaplain was a co-founder 
of the Kujuku Shima Toastmaster Club. 
Besides this common avocation, the Johns 
share a common interest in sociology. Mrs. 
Johns is a graduate in sociology of Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale, Ill., while 
Chaplain Johns has completed most of the 
requirements for his doctor of theology de-
gree in the sociology or religion. 
Chaplain and Mrs. Johns and their two 
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children, Susan, 12, and Douglas, 20 months, 
arc living in La Mesa Village. 
What of his duties at the Postgraduate 
School? Chaplain Johns had this to say: 
"It is my hope that the men will be able 
to leave here better prepared not only for 
duties in Naval. Science but also better pre-
pared to meet the duties and responsibilities 
they will face in all areas of their lives." 
The goal which the chaplain has set for 
himself here is, indeed, ambitious. At the 
same time, however, his broad practical and 
educational background, coupled with his 
positive personal philosophy of life which 
is so readily and clearly communicated to 
others, male this goal seem well within 
reach. 
Chaplain Johns has presented us with this 
set of thought provok.ing st:itemcnts. 
WHAT DOES 
YOUR CHILD LIVE WITH 
I do not know the source of the ;iphorisms 
listed below. They amplify an old truth: 
"What you do speaks so loudly that a child 
cannot hear what you arc saying." 
Children learn what they live with ••. 
If a child lives with criticism, he learns 
to condemn. 
If a child lives with hostility, he learns 
to fight. 
If a child lives with fear, he learns to be 
apprehensive. 
If a child lives with pity, he learns lo be 
sorry for himself. 
If a child lives with jealousy, he learns 
to feel guilty. 
If a child lives with encour:igcment, he 
learns lo be confident. 
If a child lives with tolerance, he learns 
to be patient. 
If a child lives with praise, he learns to 
be appreciative. 
If a child lives with acceptance, he learns 
to love. 
H a child lives with approval, he learns 
to like himself. 
If a child lives with recognition, he learns 
to have a goal. 
If a child lives with fairness, he learns 
what justice is. 
If a child lives with honesty, he learns 
what truth is. 
If a child lives with security, he learns to 
have faith in himself. 
lf a child lives with friendliness, he learns 
that the world is a nice place in which 
to live. 
What.docs your child live with? 
-Ann Tliomas 
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